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Imagine if your church community  
all read a book  
on being goodnews neighbours this year... 
 pretty good eh? 
 
Imagine if your church community 
all read the same book  
on being  good-news neighbours 
-and it was the 2008 Australian Christian Book of 
the Year, God Next Door  by Simon Holt... 
even better? 
 
Imagine if your church community 
all read the same award-winning book  
by Simon Holt on being good-news neighbours  
and as they did,  

spent time in small groups  
and as a community discussing the ideas,  
praying together  
and embodying it  
in tangible and visible ways  
that even the youngest and oldest among 
you could experience and participate in... 
 
   ...imagine and adventure. 
 

                                                                                

Community Explorations 

& Celebrations for all ages 
on the themes of Neighbourhood, Community, Home and Local Mission 

Prepared by Beth Barnett, BUV, March 2009 

 

 

Simon Carey Holt,                    
God Next door: Spirituality & 
Mission in the Neighbourhood. 
Brunswick: Acorn Press, 2007 

This Resource offers inspiration 
for  engaging a multi-age 
community  in the ideas  of 
Neighbourhood Spirituality and 
Mission through 
Music Ideas                       p.2 

Community prayer ideas         p.3 
Sharing the Journey together p.5 
Opening the Bible              p.7 
Drama Scripts                p.11 

 
Use them in worship gatherings,  
as community building activities 
over morning tea, in small groups, 
on your church camp, at a family 
night... 
         Take them to the streets!   

Prepared by Beth Barnett, 2009 
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Songs for Worship 
Hear our Praises                                          
Reuben Morgan, 1998 Hillsong,  
People just like us                                             
Russell Fragar, 1993 Hillsong,  

God of the city                                                    
Chris Tomlin,© 2008 worshiptogether.com 

Revealing your Love          
Ann-Maree Keefe ©2009,                     
Barrabool Hills Baptist Music ministry 

Prepare the Way      
Darrell Evans/ Eric Nuzum, 1999                      
Integrity Hosanna Music  

Did you feel the mountains tremble 
Martin Smith © 1994 Curious? Music UK  

Send me  
Evans/Seeley © 2001 Planetshakers Publishing 

Follow the Saviour                               
Colin Buchanan, 1998 Wanaaring Road Music  

 
Press on Mums 
Colin Buchanan, 1998 Wanaaring Road Music  
 

 

Who can trust in Jesus?                            
Jude Waldron, 1998 Findout,  

 

 

 

When I needed a neighbour           
Sydney Carter, Together in Song 629 

Fill thou my life  
Horatius Bonar, 1866 Together in Song 596 
 

All who love and serve your city     
Erik Routley 1969, Together in Song 634 
 

Come as you are 
Paul Gurr, Together in Song, 693  

 

Living our Prayer 
Jude Waldron, 2005  

Creative ways to use these songs.... 
Get out into your neighbourhood with a camera and take some 
photos to make a localised slide show to back the words in any of 
these songsΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ, 
street signs, local hills and valleys, a multicultural centre in your 
area, something that represents injustice in your area. Kids are 
great at taking photos and putting together slideshows, so set the 
project and delight in the result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach your children actions to  
Make ready our hearts Hands on hearts 
Make ready our homes Hands over head like a pointed roof 
Make ready the people of God Hands spread around indicating 
    congregation 
Prepare the Way Hands out in front like flight attendants  
  indicating exits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The obvious thing to do with this song is sub out Indoorapilly etc... 
and put in your suburb or town (except of course if you live in 
Indoorapilly!) 

A great song celebrating ordinary domestic life as discipleship.  

The classic way to do this song is to invite your participants to 
throw their hands up (Mexican wave style) whenever a category is 
mentioned that applies to them in the  ΨaƻǘƘŜǊǎ-fathers-
grandmas-grandpas-brothers-sisters-uncles-aunties-babies-
grownups-firemen-teachers-doctors-lawyers-ƎŀǊōƻǎΩ . After 
singing it in this way, spend some time in smaller groups 
discovering some other ways you can describe (eg: by hobbies or 
personality types)  who is in ȅƻǳǊ ΨǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢hen 
try stringing that list ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΗ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ΨƪƴƛǘǘŜǊǎ-
dancers-fixers-bowlers-skaters-talkers-thinkers-tallones-tinies-
sanguines-ŎŀǊŜǊǎΦΦΦΩ 

¸ƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǳƴŜǎ ǎŎǊǳō ǳǇ ς Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩ  ŀƴŘ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΩ ōƻǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻt 
being rushed and the addition of a major seventh chord here and 
there. 

-These hymns  are being recommended for their words ςso if all 
else fails, just use the poetry. Sometimes dated or simply dull music 
obscures vibrant challenging words that the spirit would have us 
heed. Display the words in communal places, invite your children to 
collage around the words.  

 

Written for the 2005 Whitley School of Ministry: Top shelf lyrics, 
theology and accessible fresh music. Available from Jude directly. 
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Music ideas 

http://www.praisecharts.com/index.php?module=shopping&action=search&author=Sam+Evans
http://www.praisecharts.com/index.php?module=shopping&action=search&author=Henry+Seeley
http://www.word.com.au/advancedsearchresults.aspx?publisherid=743
http://www.word.com.au/advancedsearchresults.aspx?publisherid=743
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/a/a185.html
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SIGN  
POST  

PRAYER 

 

Make a sign post for your 
community prayers.   

Start with each household 
making a street sign for their 
street, and pray for your 
street, considering its 
character, its residents, its 
features (schools, industry, 
parks.) 
 

Add other signs with your 
prayers for your whole 
neighbourhood & your home. 
 

A great song to listen to while 
you do this is  

Steve Curtis Chapman: 
Yours.(This Moment 2007)  

This song affirms that the 
streets of London, Manilla, 
Shanghai, the dirt roads of 
¦ƎŀƴŘŀ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎΦ 

  

  

 

 

P R A Y E R S 
  O N    
S Q U A R E S 

This can be done individually (give each 
person a page divided into 9 squares) or 
better still, communally ς making a large 
prayer mat of 9 squares. Invite your people 
to fill in each of the squares with a symbol 
or word for an area of their life. If doing this 
communally, fill the squares in advance with 
symbols of your community life together 
both within and beyond your church. 
Sometimes a fluid small group collaboration 
in which some people are stronger speakers 
and others more comfortable drawers on 
behalf of others can work well too.   

H 

My Home          
& Family 

C 
Encouraging 

others 
O 
 
Being a 
listener 

: 

Blogging 

b 
Bike-riding / 
caring for the 
world 

Y 
The people I 
love 

& 
Reading 

B 
My 
Neighbourhood 

Z 
Following 

Jesus 

Next provide each person with 3 coloured 
rocks (or other markers) for  Thanks, Sorry, 
& Help. Invite each person to place one 
marker on a square over which they can 
express thankfulness to God, another 
marker over a square for which they need  
forgiveness or  are lamentful, and the third 
marker on a square over which they want to 
ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ   

¶ Music can help a time like this flow  

¶ Wrap up all of the prayers  with 

Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ǿŜ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 

thankfulness, confession and need. 

Make your home among us. AmenΩ 

Cry out to Jesus                                                            

Third day © 2005 
 
 

House of Loss                           
To everyone who's lost someone 

they love 
Long before it was their time 

You feel like the days you had 
were not enough 

when you said goodbye 
 

House of Hopelessness                    

And to all of the people with 
burdens and pains 

Keeping you back from your life 
You believe that there's nothing 

and there is no one 
Who can make it right 

House of Hope                   
There is hope for the helpless 

Rest for the weary 
Love for the broken heart 

There is grace and forgiveness 
Mercy and healing 

He'll meet you wherever you are - 
Cry out to Jesus 

House of Struggle                    

For the marriage that's struggling 
just to hang on 

They lost all of their faith and love 
They've done all they can to 

make it right again 
Still it's not enough 

House of Frustration                    

For the ones who can't break the 
addictions and chains 

You try to give up but you come 
back again 

Just remember that you're not 
alone in your shame 
And your suffering 

 
 

House of loneliness  
When your lonely 

And it feels like the whole world is 
falling on you 

You just reach out, you just cry 
out to Jesus 

 

House of Grieving                    

To the widow who suffers from 
being alone 

Wiping the tears from her eyes 
For the children around the world 

without a home 
Say a prayer tonight 

 
 

 

Community prayer ideas 

Even in the most respectable streets the facades of houses 
often hide great loss, grief and pain. Use this song to pray for 

those houses in your neighbourhood that are struggling.  
 

Play the song, but pause after each verse and pray for the 
Houses that the verse reflects. Use powerpoint slides, or if 
working in a relaxed context, Attach the verses over facades 
of houses on cardboard boxes. Arrange these along a street. 
Invite your pray-ers to move along the street, stopping 
infornt of each house, and pray silently for people  they 
know of in need in your community.  

 Prayer Houses 
(with Cry out to Jesus) 
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fProvide a fridge box/large-screen TV box per group of ~8 people.             
fPre-Ŏǳǘ у ΨŘƻƻǊǎΩ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ōƻȄΦ                     
fEach person decorates on door as their own, giving it something of 
their own style.                      
fSet aside some Ψknock-knockΩ joke telling time, with your comedians 
delivering their knock-knocks through their particular door.                 
fOpen the bible together at Deuteronomy 6 and consider what it 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ψ[ƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ς for those on the inside 
and for those who come knocking.                                                 
f Add another dimension to this expression by sticking the lines of the 
Ψ/ƛǘȅ tǊŀȅŜǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ bŜȄǘ 5ƻƻǊ  - page 147 around the door frames. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƻƻǊΩΦ  

Fridgebox Doors 
Knock knock Jokes   
& City Prayers 

  òWrite them on the 
doorframes of your houses and 
on your gates.ó Deut 6:9 

Prayer Space   
h Set aside a space with some comfortable 

seating, and a CD player, and egg timers.  

h tǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ [ȅǊƛŎǎ ƻŦ {ŀǊŀƘ DǊƻǾŜǎΩ ǎƻƴƎ                        

Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩ (from All Right Here: 2002) 

and display this in the space.  

h Play this song on repeat.  

h Invite people to sit in the space and to 

consider those from their neighbourhood 

whom they know would crave the kind of 

community the song speaks about.  

h Provide paper for drawing, writing & 

journaling, as you pray for the names that 

come to mind.   

h What action might be taken as a 

consequence of these prayers?   

h ²ƘƛŎƘ  ΨƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

neighbours and in what ways?   

 

 

Reverse Notice Board  

We are often keen to advertise church programs in our community 
and see this as a way of inviting people to join with what God is 
doing in the church. This is great ς but what if we reversed that 
idea?  

 Give your church the task of collecting community 
announcements, flyers and notices during the week,(eg:  school 
bulletins, neighbourhood watch newsletters,  local hard rubbish 
collection ....whatever is going on in your neighbourhood.) Display 
these on a noticeboard as a Prayer board. Around the flyers add 
Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
especially asking God how you might respond.   

I am long on staying  

I am slow to leave  

Especially when it comes to you my friend  

You have taught me slow down  

And to prop up my feet  

It's the fine art of being who I am  

 

And at the risk of wearing out my welcome  

At the risk of self - discovery  

I'll take every moment  

And every minute that you'll give me  

 

And I can think of time when families all lived 

together  

Four generations in one house  

And the table was full of good food  

And friends and neighbo urs  

That's not how we like it now  

 

Cause if you sit at home you're a loser  

Couldn't you find anything better to do  

Well no I couldn't think of one thing  

I woul d rather waste my time on than sitting 

here with you  

 

And at the risk of wearing out my welcome  

At the risk of self - discovery  

I'll take every moment  

And every minute that you'll give me  

 

Community prayer ideas 
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P L A Y ! 

 

Chat Corner 

Gather some Home 
Beautiful or Better Homes 
and Gardens magazines and 

a local real-estate paper. Set 

a space with easy chairs, coffee 
and someone prepared to 
engage with others in a relaxed 
but intentional way. Over a 
coffee explore some questions 
about your sense of home, 
neighbourhood, moving and 
staying.  
 

Have you moved...far? Often? 
 

What has moved you on? 
 

What feelings does moving 
bring? 
 

What is exciting? 
 

What stirs anxiety? 
 

What helps?  

Is God a mover 
or a stayer? 

How so? 

  

 

  

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

Play 
Space 

Sharing the Journey Together 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ΨǇƭŀȅΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ 
ς it is their means for doing the business of 
processing the world. So allowing time in your 
community for the young to play is no triviality!  

Build a Space 

Cardboard city 

Give each person a cardboard 
box (a shoebox or cereal box is 
about the right size.) Invite them 
to turn their box into a 
neighbourhood or city building 
of their own choice/design. (glue 
sticks and coloured paper and 
good textas are a quick way to 
transform these boxes...paint is 
more fun and more mess, but 
great if you are going to be 
outside.) As these buildings are 
completed, map out an area of 
streets and roads. Perhaps some 
of your group will be more 
enthusiastic town planners than 
shop front decorators. If you are 
needing inspiration to get 
started, try a building with your 
ƴŀƳŜΥ aƻƭƭƛŜΩǎ [ƻƭƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ŀƴƪ 
ƻŦ CǊŀƴƪΦ .ŜǘƘΩǎ 5ŜŀǘƘǎ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ 
Parlour.  

Map a Space 
     

 

Ask each person 
or household to 
plot their 
geographical life 
journey (so far) 
using brightly 
coloured yarn 
pinned or blu-
tacked on large 
maps of the 
world, Australia,  
Victoria, Your 
local area, 
telescoping in to 
converge on 
your meeting 
place.  

Encourage 
conversation 
sharing these 
paths. 

If you have preschool-aged children with 
you, provide Lego  or blocks and cars and a 
Road map mat. Little Lego or Duplo people 
will turn this into a neighbourhood, and 
provide a great story sharing medium, for 
your neighbourhood  narratives and for 
contextualised biblical  story telling. See how 
easily the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son 
and The Banquet parables happen on the 
mat! If you are a little out of practice with 
your imaginative play, learn from the 
experts ς read the story from the Bible and 
allow your 3-с ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ǘƻ ΨǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜΩ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
you in action and imagination. 
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A Classic Clip  

The Sesame Street  
song Ψ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

people in your 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΚΩ has 
many versions, and 
became a classic 

favourite for many 
generations. There 
are several versions 
on YouTube if you 

have net access. Use 
this clip to advance 

the idea that 
neighbourhood is 
about people, not 
just streets and 

buildings, and if you 
are adventurous, try 
writing a verse or too 
about who you have 

in your 
neighbourhood. 

 

 
This is a great multi age 
large group game, in which  
lots of people can simply 
stand still, and only those 
with bundles of energy 
need to run, suiting  a 
range of mobility and 
enthusiasm levels. 

Your entire group stands 
(seats can be optional) in a 
grid, facing north. They 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŀǊƳΩǎ 
length between each 
person in each direction. 
Call the lines running 
ŜŀǎǘκǿŜǎǘ Ψ{¢w99¢{ΩΦ 
Practice the entire group 
turning 90 degrees 
clockwise ς so that the 
lines run north/south 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ[!b9{ΩΦ 5ƻ 
a couple of practice turns 
before starting the game.  

Choose two keen runners, 
one as a chaser and one as 
a runner.   Both runners 
can only run the direction 
of the streets or lanes as 
they are called by leader. 

- Launch discussion 
around safe 
community.   

- Link to street sign 
prayers 

- Link to Luke 14 Parable 
of the Banquet 

 
Streets 
& Lanes 

(Game) 

YUM! 
Gingerbread houses 

Make a sweet neighbourhood of Gingerbread houses.  
Use Royal Icing (made with eggwhites ςit sets extra tough) to join Nice or 
(for the extra indulgent Hundreds & Thousands) biscuits as wall and roof 
ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴƛƴƛ ΨƎƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ {Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ 
well anchored in icing.  
Decorate with sweets & Sprinkles 
 and more icing.  
You can populate your houses  
with Jelly baby neighbours. 
Better still, make these to give away  
to your neighbours ς goes down a treat  
particularly at Christmas. 

Shrek 
! ƎǊŀǘǳƛǘƻǳǎ ΨbŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩ 5±5 ΦΦΦΦŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
not so gratuitous questions for discussion 
 

Notice the neighbourhoods in this film:  
 

The displaced neighbourhood (at the beginning 
as the forest is cleared of non-standard 
creatures )... (Ruth) 
 

The Refugee community ƻƴ {ƘǊŜƪΩǎ ǎǿŀƳǇ ς 
looking for hope...(Exile) 
 

The  ΨtŜǊŦŜŎǘΩ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ of Duloc, where 
everything is perfect but nothing is  warm or 
loving or real...(Parable of Rich Fool) 
 

The Reconciled community: Donkey teaches 
Shrek about community ςfriends and fences 
and forgiveness...(Philemon, Jesus & Peter) 
 
Do you recognise your neighbourhood in any of 
these? 

- Enjoy a family movie night watching 

Shrek (the original and best!) 

- Watch some of these snippets in your 

Kids program or family small groups 

- Use these as family service sermon 

illustrations 

 

Sharing the Journey Together 
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Opening the Bible 
 

Lev 19:18 Neighbour love 

Luke 9:1-6 Neighbour mission 

Luke 10:25-37 Neighbour compassion 

Luke 14: 16-24 Neighbour invitation 

Luke 15:1-31 Neighbour Celebration 

 

Three Ways to Open the Bible together 

This is best done in groups of about 8. For 
each group. Print out the text (from 
biblegateway.com) and enlarge it onto A3 
ǎƘŜŜǘǎΦ {ǘƛŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊǎΩ 
paper leaving a wide margin all around the text. 
Provide textas, plasticine,  and crafty junk. Read 
the text together, taking turns of just listening, 
with an open invitation to annotate in the 
margins with words, pictures, models of your 
thoughts. Encourage the group to take an 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
your meanings.      

Read the passage but pause on key words and 
Ŏŀƭƭ ΨvǳƛŎƪŘǊŀǿΩΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ŀ 
Pictionary-quality drawing of the last word 
read. This can be done individually with scarp 
paper or in teams on whiteboards. At the end 
of the reading you have a visual summary of 
the passage which can become the launchpad 
for discussion, preaching, prayer.... 

Divide your text into natural segments. Create a 
ΨǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘΩ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜȄǘΦ  
Add something to do, look at or talk about at 
each station, which exegetes the text as you go. 

See attached worked example for Luke 10: 25-37 

More Bible ð  

Street Parties 
Chapter Seven in God next Door examines the 
contribution of celebrations and street parties 
in nurturing and gracing communities. Read 
these narratives in conversation with the Bible 
stories in which the gospel is embodied in 
celebration.  

Luke 14: The Banquet Parables 

Luke 15: The Lost and found parables. 

Included on page 10 and 13 are scripts for 
dramas that highlight the community 
celebration of  good-news hospitality.  

   

Opening the Bible 
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Stationed Bible reading Example: Luke 10:25-37 

At each station, stop and look, allow interaction, read and re read the passage together. 
Give space for any observations or questions that arise among you.  

Station 1 

Luke 10:25-29 Question Box: Attach the text to 3 separate cards:  

On the back of each card, enlarge the central question of 
each text:  

vs 25  - What must I do to have eternal life?   

vs 26-28 - What is written in the Scriptures?  

vs 29  - Who is my neighbour? 

Station 2 

[ǳƪŜ млΥол     Ψ/ǊƛƳŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΩΥ hǇŜƴ {ǳƛǘŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ LǘŜƳǎ ǎǘǊŜǿƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ   
       (eg: Clothes, empty wallet, toothbrush)    
       Attach bits of the text to each item. 

Station 3 

Luke 10:31-33 Foot prints: Cut out 3 sets of foot prints in different coloured card. On one
    set stick verse31 (priest), on a second set stick verse 32 
    (Levite). On a third set, stick verse 33 (Samaritan). Place the  
   first two sets of foot prints going along a oath, and then 
    crossing to the other side of the path and continuing. Place  
   the third set continuing along the same side of the path.  

 

Station 4 

Luke 10: 34-35 Gold Coins : Give each person a chocolate coin to eat as you read these  
      verses.       
     ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ are  
       obvious, but what other kinds of cost or risk did  
     being a  neighbour incur? 

Station 5  

Luke 10:36-37 Question Box.  Return to your main gathering space and take this final text 
           from the question box. Enlarge the central questiƻƴ Ψ²Ƙƻ 
          Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΚΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
          the card. Lead to discussion, questions or prayers. 

 

 



 9 

Powerpoint slides for Reading & Thinking in Acts 2  

    

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teachingand to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.43Everyone was filled with awe, and manywonders
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the 

believers were together and had everything in common. 
45Sellingtheir possessions and goods, they gaveto anyone as he 

had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. Theybroke bread in their homesand ate 

together with gladand sincerehearts, 47praising God and 

enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord addedto their 

number daily those who were being saved.   (Acts 2:42-47)
 

 

What snap shots have 
you seen recently of 
people the community 
living the Good news

 

 

 

 

READING 
and 

THINKING 
ÊActs 2 gives us a snap 
shot of the 
neighbourhood church.  
ÊDivide your congregation 
into 4 groups, and assign 
each group a colour. One 
Reader reads the passage: 
Each group chimes in with 
the words that are their 
assigned colour.  

ÊWith small pre-literate 
children present...give 
them a short while to 
identify which are their 
words. With a grown up 
to tell them what the 
words are ςtheir excellent 
memories will enable 
them to join in. 

ÊIn Small groups take an 
inventory of all the 
activities of this Acts 2 
church alongside your 
own neighbourhood . 
How many of these 
elements are happening 
in your patch? What do 
they look like in the 21st 
century? 

ÊSet the challenge for the 
coming week for your 
congregation to do some 
photo-journalism. 
Wherever they see any of 
these Acts 2 things 
happening during the 
week, take a snap and 
email it to a volunteer 
who will assemble these 
into a powerpoint for 
celebration of community 
next week.  
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Parable of the Banquet   Luke 14:15-24 

Bible Drama 

By Beth Barnett 

Characters:  MC    Tuxedo    (Clothes Rack, Mirror, hair dryer) 

Host    Overalls  (Wheelbarrow, spades) 

Postie  (Tricycle!) Apron   (Cleaning spray bottle, duster) 

 

MC: WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ    
   is meant to be like... 

Tuxedo, Overall &  Apron take frozen position on stage... 

MC: A generous Neighbour sent an invitation far and wide... 

Posty delivers an envelope to each of the three people, who open it with great anticipation 
and excitement, which then turns to anxiety. 

Overalls: An invitation, for me! ...to a street party. Hmmm, what do I have to do to get   in?
    Will I have my own seat? Will it be as good as everyone elses? I like to be the  
    best. 

Tuxedo: An invitation  for me! ...to a street party. Hmmm, What kind of other people will 
 be there? Will they be my kind? I like people who are...like me. 

Apron: An invitation, for me! ....to a street party. Hmmmm, What kind of place is it? Will 
 the plates be clean? Do they follow the food handling guidelines? There are rules 
 about this sort of thing. I like things to be clean. 

Each of the three people write a note back, which the Postie delivers. 

The host opens the letters in disbelief 

Host: (reading the letters) ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
   there? What kind of place is  it? Will I have my own seat? Will 
   ƛǘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀƴΚέ  ...(exasperated and amused) What kind of  
   worries are these! My poor friends ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
   ǇŀǊǘȅΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
   is plenty of room for everyone, everyone will have as much 
   as they need, everyone there will be a friend of mine, The 
   plates will be loaded  with food, not sparkling in the  
   ŎǳǇōƻŀǊŘΦ Dƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ  
   stop worrying and come now. 
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Postie crosses to 3 characters  

Posty:  Stop worrying, iǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
 about  ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜǎ 

Overalls:  but... 

Posty:   5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ςthe host has already done it all.  

(Moves on to Tuxedo) 

Posty:  Stop worrying, iǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
about  ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜǎ 

Tuxedo:  but...  

Postie: 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ - he invites you to come as you are.  

(Moves on to Apron) 

Postie:  Stop worrying, iǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
 about  ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜǎ 

Apron:  but... 

Postie: 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜǎ ςwith him everything will be ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀŦŜ 

Host : (joins Postie at side)  IƻǿΩǎ ƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΚ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΚ 

Postie: Errrr...... (scratching his head) 

Host: Well, here are more invitations to my other friends! 

Postie: What other friends? 

Host:  Anyone who will come! Go to the streets and lanes. Go to the back alleys and off
  the beaten track. IƴǾƛǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
 ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ōŀŘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ƻǊ 
 crippled or sick or poor. None of that will mattŜǊǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ 
 home.  Everything will be taken care of. 

Postie: Got it! (Exits) 

Host: (Takes out mobile phone) Catering? Yes! ς Great!- SǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ! ς no ς double the 
 numbers ςcook up a storm, put out extra places, more balloons, louder music... 
(walking off stage) 
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MC:  Jesus told a story just like this...to help us scratch our heads and ask some 
questions: 

 What if God was like the man throwing the party?  

What if God invited us all to a fabulous feast?  

What if God had provided a great place for us to live and plenty of food for 
everyone? 

What if everyone in our neighbourhood knew that everything belongs to God and 
not to us?   

What if God wanted us all to be his friends?  

God loves us and invites us to live each day as if we were a friend of his   

(because we are) 

 - living in his home  

(because we are).  

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ 
 rules. DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǇŀǊǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΦ  
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The Welcome Home Barbie Luke 15:11-3 

Bible Drama  

By Beth Barnett 

 

Narrator ς a down to earth blokey character in overalls 

Dads:   Hawaian shirt (fun dad) = Prodigal Dad 

Flanney shirt (stressy dad) =  Prodigal Older Brother 

Footy jumper/cricket  t-shirt. (lazy dad  )=  Prodigal Son 

tǊƻǇǎΥ Ψ.ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎΩ ǎƛƎƴΣ о ƭŀǊƎŜ ¢± Ψ..vǎΩΣ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ǘƻƴƎǎΣ ŦŀƪŜ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜǎΣ ƴŜǿǎ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ о Ƙŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ 
shirts!!!, backpack, ukelele, bucket, head phones, spades,  cans of drink, 

What kind of Dad is God like... 

Narrator:  DΩŘŀȅΗ LǘΩǎ ŘŀŘΩǎ Řŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ .ƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ .ŀǊōƛŜ-ƻŦŦΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 
  ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀŘΩǎ  here, and their all cooking up a storm on their barbies. Now you 
  might notice that there are a few different types of Dads here...they go about their 
  serious BBQ business in their own..particular way. 

(Cameo each of the 3 dads in a  typical moment :  

Hawaiian Dad Hi fives his kids, 

 Flanney Dad measures the width between the sausages,  

Footy Dad reaches up from under newspaper and turns the sausages without 
looking. ) 

  -²ƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘΗ LǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ .ŀǊōƛŜ - a welcome 
  home barbie - ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘŀŘ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΦΦΦLǘΩǎ ŀ ǊƛǇǇŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΗ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
  reason Jesus told this story was to help his friends, including you and me, to  
  understand what kind of a Father God is like.  

What do you reckon? 

  Do you think God is like this dad over here (asleep under the paper while the  
        sausages burn)  

ς or this bloke here (telling jokes with his kids, offering them another sausage, 
    ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎΩύ  

ς or this Dad over here (stressing out, worrying about the sausages, calling out  
    ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
    serviettes - ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ŏǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΗΩ) 
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²Ŝƭƭ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΦΦΦtŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ōƭƻƪŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
 this?  

ό5ŀŘǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōōǉΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅύ  

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Tracks: 

Hillbillies 

LΩƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ό{ƘǊŜƪύ 

Doof doof 

(silence) 

I dreamed a dream 

LΩƳ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ 

We are family 

 

[text of Luke 15]11Jesus also told them a story:  

   Once a man had two sons. 12The younger son said to his father, "Give me 
my share of the property." So the father divided his property between his 
two sons.  

    13Not long after that, the younger son packed up everything he owned 
and left for a foreign country, where he wasted all his money in wild living. 
14He had spent everything, when a bad famine spread through that whole 
land. Soon he had nothing to eat.  

    15He went to work for a man in that country, and the man sent him out to 
take care of his pigs. 

[a]
 16He would have been glad to eat what the pigs 

were eating, 
[b]

 but no one gave him a thing. 17Finally, he came to his senses 
and said, "My father's workers have plenty to eat, and here I am, starving to 
death! 18I will go to my father and say to him, `Father, I have sinned against 
God in heaven and against you. 19I am no longer good enough to be called 
your son. Treat me like one of your workers.' "  

    20The younger son got up and started back to his father. But when he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt sorry for him. He ran to his 
son and hugged and kissed him.  

    21The son said, "Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and against 
you. I am no longer good enough to be called your son."  

    22But his father said to the servants, "Hurry and bring the best clothes and 
put them on him. Give him a ring for his finger and sandals 

[c]
 for his feet. 

23Get the best calf and prepare it, so we can eat and celebrate. 24This son 
of mine was dead, but has now come back to life. He was lost and has now 
been found." And they began to celebrate. 25The older son had been out in 
the field. But when he came near the house, he heard the music and 
dancing. 26So he called one of the servants over and asked, "What's going 
on here?"  

    27The servant answered, "Your brother has come home safe and sound, 
and your father ordered us to kill the best calf." 28The older brother got so 
angry that he would not even go into the house.  

   His father came out and begged him to go in. 29But he said to his father, 
"For years I have worked for you like a slave and have always obeyed you. 
But you have never even given me a little goat, so that I could give a dinner 
for my friends. 30This other son of yours wasted your money on prostitutes. 
And now that he has come home, you ordered the best calf to be killed for a 
feast."  

    31His father replied, "My son, you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours.  

 

Dad pinches son on cheek and ruffles the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
game of monopoly... 

5ŀŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜǎ ΨƘƻǘŜƭǎκƘƻǳǎŜǎκƳƻƴŜȅΩ 
between sons. Prodigal Son stuffs his 
money in a bag and waves goodbye. 
Leaves. 

Dad and Prodigal Brother move to 
side...dig, eat (BBQ), drive tractor, eat 
(BBQ), play ukele, eat (BBQ), dig, play 
ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘΣ ŜŀǘΦ όŜǘŎύΦΦΦΦŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊƻŘƛƎŀƭ ǎƻƴΩǎ 
adventures on the other side.  

Prodigal son ς  buy$$$ a sausage, meets 
friends, gives them $$$, buy$$$  a coat, 
buy$$$ an ipod, dances with friends, one 
by one and gives each one $$$...until one 
ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ϷϷϷΦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
all leave, Goes to BBQ stand, but sign is 
ǳǇ  Ψjǳǘ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩΦ  

Sits with head in hands...Person arrives 
with herd of pigs and Bucket...Son feeds 
pigs... 

Walks (on the Spot) home (pigs leave). 
Dad stands up looks and points, starts 
running on the spot, Son starts running 
on spot....come together, hug, Son falls 
down...Father lifts him up, Son falls 
down, father lifts him up Son falls down 
father lifts him up. 

Extras bring...fresh Hawaiian shirt, wheel 
in the BBQ start cooking, Open up a can.  

Dad goes to Brother, offers him a 
hawaiian shirt to join the party, but he 
refuses 

!ƭƭ о Ψ5ŀŘΩǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ..vΩǎ 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015:11-31;&version=46;#fen-CEV-22203a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015:11-31;&version=46;#fen-CEV-22204b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015:11-31;&version=46;#fen-CEV-22210c
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Narrator Wrap up: 

 

Narrator: 

So what kind of a dad is God like? What do you think? 
 
[ƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΚ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΚ bƻΗ 
 
Like this one? worried about everything, but no fun? No way! 
 
OR this one?  
 
God is like a dad who loves his kids, he cares for them, enjoys whatever they 
are doing  and will keep on loving them no matter what. 
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One morning, in the midst of our own household struggles with changing seasons and challenges to 
permanence, a tiny delicate nest landed on my back door step. And as I knelt to pick it up, struck by 
its intricate resilient crafted wonder and its obvious fragility, I found that I was also picking up some 
prayers tangled in my spirit for the resilience and fragility of our household.  

I placed the nest on a dish in the middle of our family meal table. On small pieces of paper I wrote 
the names of each person in our household ς and a few weeks later added an extra name when 
someone came to stay with us. On scraps of paper I wrote these prayers for our own nest, which will 
soon be blown on the wind and land somewhere else.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foxes have holes 

Birds have their nests 

But the Son of Man has  

no where to lay his head 

 

Our Creator God 

Please help us to make 
Freedom our Roof 

Justice our walls 

Honesty our floor 

Grace our windows 

And Love our True 
Home in you 

Amen 

 

Loving God you are  

our home  

our refuge 

our place of belonging 

Establish us firmly in you 

Amen 

 

 

Lord Jesus,  

Weave and Craft 

Shape and Mend 

Be present in and  

around our nesting place 

And be our resting place. 

Amen 

Prayers for Home 

 

Many other Stories 

The experience of home and place are foundational in our sense of self,  
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻƻΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
of our identity and unity. 

Many households in Victoria have recently experienced their sense of home 
assailed. Some, through the destruction of their property and the 
dismembering of their community, others through the threat of financial   
rupture necessitating uprooting and moving.  

Perhaps you are moved to remember and pray for those who are facing 
rebuilding or re-nesting as a result of recent events, or perhaps  you are in 
need yourself.  

Using this idea as a focus in your community  

As a leader, a teacher, a parent, a pastor, a worshipper, a prayer-
minister...you may wish to find a dis-used nest, fill it with names  and 
surround it with these prayers, and others  that you are called to pray. 

  

  

 

 

 

 


