GETTING MISSIONAL at NYORA CHRISTIAN PLAYGROUP
NETWORK AGM

Today I would like to introduce you to Joy from Nyora and
District Church. I first came across their Playgroup ministry a
few months ago and have been inspired by Joy and her team
ever since! I'll let Joy tell you their story...

Nyora is a small town about 100km South East of Melbourne,
in South Gippsland shire and is one
of the fastest growing areas in the
shire. We o cre o wvery cmall
congregation, currently having
only 12 members, most of
"« Whom are in their 50’s or

above. Over the years most of our
church families have lived outside the Nyora community, UPCOMING TRAINING:
some travelling up to 40km to worship and other church
activities each week. As a church we have always felt the call
to be involved in the community, and have in the past had a
very active youth group, but as is the case in many rural
towns, as youth finished secondary school and moved away
for tertiary schooling or work so our youth work gradually
diminished.

We sought God’s direction for what we should be doing, and
in 2005 we became aware of the need for a community
playgroup. Our church building can in no way accommodate
such an activity - we have outdoor toilets, a tiny room that
doubles as our store room and our Kitchen is a sink with
running water and a bench top fridge!

In previous years, there had been a playgroup operating in the
Public Hall, but#i# had folded due to a lack of people willing or
able to run it. A very good supply of toys anfllequipment was
simply sitting in a small store room at the hall waiting to be
used! In 2005 two of our members, Pauline and Charmaine, CHRISTMAS

felt the call to re-commence this playgroup as a mlnlstry of EXTRAVAGANZA
the church. The first six months were hard going;
bout 5 or 6 families were coming on a regular basis,
t forming relationships with them was not an easy
The hall is quite large, and very cold in winter, and
the best way to set up took quite a bit of trial and
e only secure outdoor play area is a small concrete
rd with an uninviting sandpit. " owever our
“han all our dificulties and Pauline an
ess and perseverance was rewarded.
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By the end of 2005 the playgroup was established and the
mums were beginning to relate to the leaders and to each
other. None of the member families have any church
connection, but are quite accepting of a “Church-run”

playgroup.

As for our “team” of four, none of us, or our church

fomilies have small children, Joe, our Pastor drops in
from time to time to chat and all members of our church
take an active interest in how playgroup is going. It is
frequently mentioned in our worship services, and the
ministry prayed for. We also know there are some others
who faithfully pray for our playgroup families on a regular
basis. There is a great deal of commitment involved
in a playgroup such as this, as everything needs to

brought out of storage each week, (including tables

and chairs), used for the couple of hours and Nyora’s story is a reminder
completely packed away afterwards. that our great God works

through  willing people,
We have been absolutely delighted to see the progress of regardless of how great

some of our children, who come at first shy but gradually
feel at ease and blossom as they grow. We are also aware
that Mums (and Dads) appreciate having somewhere to take
their children, where they can relax and chat to each other,
while the children play together in safety. We, the leaders
simply provide the warm, caring environment, (tea/coffee
and a biscuit!) and often a listening ear to mums just
wanting to talk to other adults! Vo families are facing
real difficulties in their daily lives, and giving them
the opportunity to share their struggles is a major
part of why we exist.
-

their number!

We don't often have opportunities to talk ab@ut Jesus to our
families, but we have plenty of opportunities to show His

love to them. (/i proyver o that cach participant will
know he/she is loved, and when mums, dads or
other carers are beginning to question, we will see
ese opportunities and use them wisely. It is an

ortunate fact that some of our parents have been
usly hurt by church connections in their past, and we
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