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Jim, an experienced pastor, takes Casper, a friendly agnostic, along to a variety of American 

churches (compare www.churchrater.com). They visit Saddleback, Mosaic, Willow Creek, 

Mars Hill and others; mega, missional, big-budget, mainstream, Pentecostal, liquid, 

segregated, black, contemplative and house churches. They question the widespread celebrity 

culture, money-obsession, segregation, proof-texting, sparse Bible-reading and myopic 

concern with personal happiness. They were amazed people so rarely talked to them, except 

rostered greeters. It is insightful what Casper notices. He looked for what people were being 

asked to do to make a difference. He was impressed when churches focused on “inbreaking” 

and joining existing community action, rather than just “outreaching” and inviting others to 

join theirs. The resulting advice is to shift from apologetics to apology, talking to listening, 

strength to weakness, beliefs to spirituality, debate to dialogue, and from defending the faith 

to defending the space for relationships with non-Christians, as real people not targets.  
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