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MARRIAGE	
  RITES	
  of	
  the	
  BAPTIST	
  UNION	
  of	
  AUSTRALIA	
  

The	
  Baptist	
  Union	
  of	
  Australia	
  defines	
  marriage	
   as	
  being	
   the	
  union	
  between	
  a	
  
man	
  and	
  a	
  woman	
  to	
  the	
  exclusion	
  of	
  all	
  others,	
  voluntarily	
  entered	
  into	
  for	
  life.	
  
Authorized	
   celebrants	
   with	
   the	
   Baptist	
   Union	
   of	
   Australia	
   are	
   only	
   able	
   to	
  
solemnize	
  marriages	
  according	
  to	
  Baptist	
  Rites	
  that	
  conform	
  to	
  this	
  definition.	
  

Marriage	
   Ceremonies	
   according	
   to	
   the	
   Rites	
   of	
   the	
   Baptist	
   Union	
   of	
  
Australia	
  are	
  to	
  include	
  the	
  following:	
  

• A	
   Statement	
   of	
   the	
   Christian	
   nature	
   and	
   purpose	
   of	
   marriage	
   and	
   the	
  
intent	
  of	
  the	
  marriage	
  ceremony	
  

• An	
  acknowledgement	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  Christian	
  celebration	
  of	
  marriage	
  being	
  
conducted	
  before	
  God	
  and	
  those	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  gathered	
  

• Declarations	
  or	
  Statements	
  of	
  Intent	
  
• Personal	
  Vows	
  which	
  are	
   to	
  be	
   clear	
  promises	
  of	
   commitment	
   for	
   life	
   in	
  
which	
  each	
  takes	
  the	
  other	
  to	
  be	
  their	
  wife	
  or	
  husband	
  

• Pronouncement	
  of	
  marriage	
  
• 	
  

Normally	
  additional	
  inclusions	
  are:	
  

• Prayers	
  
• The	
  reading	
  of	
  Scripture	
  
• An	
  occasional	
  address	
  
• Exchange	
  of	
  rings	
  
• Blessings	
   or	
   Affirmations	
   by	
   the	
   parent	
   or	
   Parents	
   and	
   or	
   Giving	
   of	
   the	
  
Bride	
  and	
  or	
  Groom	
  

• Benediction	
  and	
  or	
  blessing	
  
 
	
  

	
  

Dear Sir/Madam

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed accumsan urna sed erat tempus fermentum. 
Phasellus pretium nisl vel dolor varius non aliquam libero pharetra. Nunc facilisis suscipit risus, a 
volutpat est ornare a. Morbi fermentum tincidunt congue. Curabitur cursus nunc eget erat suscipit 
vitae tristique metus scelerisque. Nulla placerat hendrerit sem, nec placerat est malesuada nec. 

Duis magna elit, commodo nec eleifend ut, tempor sit amet sapien. In vulputate mi et lacus lacinia 
ultrices. Morbi euismod elit eu sapien placerat quis euismod nibh suscipit. Vestibulum consequat 
ipsum non nunc aliquam adipiscing. Maecenas ultricies auctor ante at volutpat. Praesent magna 
urna, ultrices eu molestie vitae, pellentesque in est. Etiam pulvinar purus non odio ornare quis sagittis 
purus consequat. Fusce quis nisi arcu. In sagittis lacinia magna sit amet laoreet. Quisque ultrices, 
velit a lacinia pretium, arcu nisi tincidunt nulla, eu ornare felis erat bibendum lacus. Sed id ipsum in 
turpis suscipit convallis. Aenean egestas tincidunt libero, in ullamcorper urna fringilla pulvinar.

In ut purus et elit tincidunt feugiat ut in justo. Nam enim tortor, varius et tincidunt in, suscipit 
at erat. Integer nisl velit, pharetra at consequat vitae, vulputate eu sem. Suspendisse potenti. 
Nullam interdum luctus quam, a ullamcorper elit fringilla nec. Vivamus malesuada lectus id ligula 
ullamcorper sit amet suscipit purus lacinia. Fusce mollis ultricies mauris vitae tristique. 

Sed posuere convallis ipsum, nec consequat ante imperdiet in. Maecenas ac tellus odio, non 
posuere felis. Nullam vulputate varius odio, ac dignissim felis viverra sit amet. Curabitur id 
ligula non augue convallis luctus. Curabitur pulvinar nisl ante. Vestibulum quis neque eros.
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