
NEW DIRECTIONS FOR “RETIREES” 

Robert Brown has done excellent work in editing the BUV Retired Pastors’ Newsletter for more than 

a decade, and he has been well supported by Alan Nunn, Lindsay Smith, Barrie Sutton and others in 

the leadership of this group. When time came for a change, Alan Marr was approached and has 

agreed to provide leadership for the “Retirees” group. One of Alan’s primary concerns is to ensure 

that pastors, their spouses, and GIA mission staff who are over 65 years old are provided with the 

pastoral care which is appropriate for them.  

He began by gathering a group of pastoral leaders whom he felt could help with this. Taking the 

“Retirees” list, they grouped them:   

1. Those requiring frequent Pastoral contact due to serious illness, difficulty or bereavement;  

2. Those, like those above, who are in need of support but are actively involved in a church or 

part of a retirement community, to be contacted monthly;  

3. Those in good health and circumstances, with a view to annual contact.  

 

 

Alan also recognised that many pastors of “retirement” age are not in fact retired. For example, this 

issue of the newsletter speaks of the late Geoffrey Blackburn, who continued to be active in ministry 

into his early 90s. And there are many others over 65 years old who are still in ministry (including 

Some members of the “Pastoral Care Group” who met in November – there were a couple of 

women present, but we could do with more! 
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Alan himself, who is Associate Pastor at St Kilda). So Alan decided to include all over 65s pastors and 

their spouses. It was also agreed that it would be good to include GIA missionaries and former 

missionaries over 65 years of age. 

The “Pastoral Care Group” met again in November, and will meet quarterly. One of the tasks will be 

to ensure that those in particular need of pastoral care are receiving it, and this will mean regular 

changes to the lists as needs arise. To achieve this, we are in need of your help. Please let Alan 

(alan.marr@myinbox.net.au or by mail C/- BUV PO Box 377, Hawthorn, VIC, 3122) know: 

 if any of our peers are in particular need, 

 If you know of someone who may like to be included in the overall group, 

 If you would like to assist with visiting those in need of visits. 

Another aspect of our November discussions was to review the Newsletter format. Grace Munro has 

offered to help with editing that for a time. We believe that people want to hear: 

 News about our 65+ peers (interesting volunteer ministries, significant changes, challenges 

of life and ministry, important roles such as being good grandparents, studies, etc) 

 Brief tributes to those who have died (with the possibility of requesting copies of the 

eulogies given at their memorial services). 

 News about churches and pastors (churches heading in new directions, church-planting 

initiatives, new directions in mission, interviews with 65+ people, etc) 

 Profiles of colleagues 

 Updates on BUV directions and plans 

Again, we are in need of our reader’s help with this. We can only publish what we know!  

So please tell Alan or Grace (gracemunro8@gmail.com or by mail C/- BUV) of stories you believe 

others would be interested in, of changes worth recording, of any news you would like to see 

included, and please send in photos of people and events of significance.  

 

ANNUAL “RETIREES” LUNCH 

It was great to catch up with around 70 people at the annual Retirees lunch on 14 November, held at 

the East Doncaster Baptist. Lindsay Smith chaired the event, and during the program it was good to 

hear from Daniel Bullock, BUV’s Director of Mission and Ministry, about directions and plans for 

coming years. The strengthening of ministries to ethnic communities is one important aspect, and 

the dream of setting aside people to begin new church-planting initiatives was highlighted.  

John Sampson, who looks after the archives section of the BUV, spoke briefly about the 

development of church buildings since Baptist work began in Victoria. He showed a set of slides 

which showed the shifts in architectural styles through to today, when church buildings tend to be 

multi-functional and can be as diverse as old factories and pubs. 

Alan Marr spoke of his dreams for the Retirees group, and introduced Grace Munro. 

We took time to remember those who have died in the past year, and to pray for their families. 

There was much enthusiastic chatting around the tables as we ate lunch provided by the BUV and 

East Doncaster Church. Melissa Rule and Nikki Capp did a fantastic job serving the food and 

managing the audio/visual aspects of the event.  

A question: Could you be part of a group who organises a lunch in a regional or rural centre? 
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WHERE DID YOU SAY YOU ARE LIVING? 

By Bruce and Pauline Tudball, whose roles have included 

teaching, pastoring churches and cross-cultural work with 

Global Interaction. Pauline was also a research scientist 

and Bruce served as Dean at Whitley College. They moved 

into a retirement complex in Nunawading in April last year. 

I am sure we have all had those uncomfortable moments at 

some social event when the conversation with a stranger has 

moved on from what football team you support to what you do for a living. Guess what often 

happens when not just a stranger, but someone you know quite well, finds out you now live in a 

retirement village? Despite some negative reactions we have received from a few friends (perhaps 

better expressed as “friends”) we have not lost it nor have we given up on actively engaging with the 

community and the church.  

On the contrary, although we are both significantly older than our parents were when they retired, 

life is full for both of us. We drive to Alexandra every week where I serve as the part-time pastor of 

the Baptist community known as The Vine, and Pauline expects to complete her Masters degree in 

theology this year, though it is over fifty years since she first graduated from a university. We are still 

part of Global Interaction’s South Asia team, and there are the grandchildren and …  

So why did we move into a retirement village?  

Because none of our children live anywhere nearby and have plenty of responsibilities of their own, 

they are not in a position to easily help us if we had a health crisis or some other need of reasonably 

immediate assistance. So we started to investigate retirement villages and other options.  

We wanted to find a place where life could be rich, but where support would be readily available 

should we need it. We wanted somewhere we could afford (that removed many options!), that had 

a welcoming atmosphere, was close to public transport, had a place we could make into a study and 

had places where we could walk.   

We put our names down in 2013 at our present location, not expecting to move for some years. 

However, the unit we were invited to inspect not only met all our requirements but had space for 

ten bookcases! 

Living in a community with like-

minded people in a garden setting 

where someone else mows the 

lawn every fortnight, just a few 

minutes walk from Blackburn lake, 

the railway station, coffee shops 

and around the corner from Peter 

Stockman’s – what more could we 

wish for? 

  



BOTH JOY AND PAIN 

By Rev Andrew Woff, Head of Pastoral Leadership, Support & Development, BUV 

In the “land of the long weekend”, Australians have always been understood to 

place a high value on personal leisure. With this in mind, the myth of retirement 

has seemed to promise the joy of endless leisure, the opportunity to do the many 

things that have not been possible in working life. 

However, the reality for many people, and certainly for many pastors, is that 

retirement can be a much more problematic experience. As I’ve listened to many pastors, 

retirement has seemed a transition more notable for its sense of loss and disorientation than its 

restful delight. 

For most of us in pastoral leadership, ministry is so much more than a job. It’s a calling that arises 

from the very heart of us – from our identity and our understanding of God’s purpose for us. 

Ministry connects us with a whole lot of people and relationships. It gives us the exquisite privilege 

of being a trusted presence in so many of life’s profound moments: from birth to death, through 

people’s triumphs and tragedies, in moments of hope and despair and in people’s quiet 

transformation as followers of Jesus. Ministry often gives us a pivotal role in shaping a community of 

people in their collective endeavours to live and proclaim the good news of Jesus. Ministry provides 

us with a role which gives us status and recognition and authority. While demanding, even 

exhausting, it can also be exhilarating, our love of service being fulfilled in busy diaries and diverse 

activities.  

So retirement from all of this can be full of grief, uncertainty and inner turmoil. When we go to 

church, we remember being at the centre of things, but now we feel peripheral and meaningless. 

We wonder what our life means when there is no list of tasks in which to invest our energy and 

creativity. We wonder who we are now that we don’t have people listening to us and needing our 

counsel. We wonder who we are in God now that there’s not much to do and nobody looks to us for 

leadership. 

For some of us, interims or part-time roles or volunteering provide opportunities for continuing 

ministry without the ceaseless demands of full-time roles. This can be a period of richness and joy. I 

recall being quite inspired when one pastor said to me, “I don’t ever want to retire. Work is part of 

our God-given dignity and I hope to continue to work throughout my life. However I look forward to 

the time when I don’t have to earn an income through my work and can freely choose what work I 

do.” Of course, for some, that kind of financial freedom feels like a dream. 

Others of us don’t enjoy much choice as health or family necessities require rhythms of life very 

different from the ones we would have chosen. 

I don’t want to convey the impression that retirement is a vale of tears and should be avoided. Many 

do make the transition well and actually grow deeper into God as they embrace an intimacy that is 

not so much about activity but about being in Christ. They come to relish an extended Sabbath – 

God’s promised rest - in which they share the joy of living with friends, family and with God. 

However listening to retired pastors has at least told me that if retirement feels more like a grief 

than a joy, you are not the only one. Holding onto a sense of belonging, purpose and hope can be 

elusive for us when our world changes so dramatically. 

I wonder whether there are ways we can support one another on our journey in retirement. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAISE GOD FOR THEM 

 

We give thanks for the lives of these people, and pray for their families.   

PLEASE NOTE: Copies of the Eulogies for most of these people are available on request,  C/- BUV PO 

Box 377, Hawthorn, VIC, 3122, gracemunro8@gmail.com 

 
Valma (Betty) Thomas 23 Sep 1926 - 21 Sep 
2014. Betty (Barker), a nurse, and her husband 
Norman, a Methodist Pastor, are best 
remembered for three decades of service with 
Africa Inland Mission in Kenya, with Norman 
becoming AIM’s International General Secretary. 
They shared interim pastorates when back in 
Australia. Norman died in 1998. Her daughter 
Ruth said, Betty “never stopped being a 
missionary”. She enjoyed her family, and we 
extend our sympathy to Brian, Leanne, Ruth and 
Shirley. 

Geoffrey Blackburn OAM 7 Nov 1914 -13 Jul 
2014: Geoff was an authentic leader, thoughtful 
and self-effacing. He saw evidence of God’s grace 
everywhere. He was loved by the churches he 
served, and served well in the BUV, BUA, Federal 
Board of Christian Education, Whitley College and 
more. His first wife, Edna, died in 1967, and in 
1969 he married Jessie Campbell and they shared 
a remarkable ministry. Geoff published his 
memoirs in 2001: Beyond Imagining: 65 years in 
the Christian Ministry. Geoff was a remarkable 
man, and we offer our love to Jessie and sons 
Keith and Alan. 

Judy Storie 26 Dec 1927 – 7 Sep 2014: Dr Judy 
Terry, or Mrs Chas Storie, had a strong 
commitment to God and to justice, was 
generously kind, and had a great sense of 
humour. She worked in Sukkur, West Pakistan 
with CMS, and then with Chas with ABMS (GIA) in 
East Pakistan in the 1960s. Back in Australia, Judy 
became a well-respected GP. Judy was humble, 
and demanded that at her funeral she was not to 
be made out to be a saint. Chas died in 1990. Our 
love goes to Robin, Deborah, Christine and Peter 
who miss her deeply. 

 

 

Margaret Nunn, 23 Feb 1932-31 May 2014. 
Education and counselling were life-long 
adventures for Margaret. She met Alan while at 
MBI (MST) and they married in 1958. Serving 
with Alan in pastoral ministry and caring for the 
family, she also studied and taught, with a 
particular focus on helping migrants. She was 
insightful when working with candidates on the 
BUV Candidate’s Board. Quiet, unobtrusive, 
persistent and creative, generous and 
wonderfully kind to her family, Margaret is 
deeply missed, especially by Alan, Philip and 
Catherine. 

Jim McNeice 22 Nov 1942-16 July 2014. Jim, born 
in Scotland, grew up in Canada and then New 
Zealand, where he met Gwen and they became 
actively involved in YFC in song and 
worship.  After 4 years they married and later 
moved to Australia.  Jim and Gwen, with their 4 
children went to BCV (MST) to discover God’s 
purpose for their lives.  Jim was called to Pastor 
at Ringwood East BC (now Maroondah Family 
Church) where he and Gwen faithfully ministered 
for the past 34+ years.  Jim will be remembered 
for his inspirational preaching, warm and vibrant 
personality and gifts in song and worship. Gwen 
is still actively involved at MFC. 

John Curtis 18 Apr 1926 - 14 Mar 2014: John was 
deeply respected for his pastoral leadership, his 
teaching ministry and his compassionate heart. 
Much of his pastoral ministry was in NSW and he 
was Director of Evangelism for the BUNSW. He 
was married to Violet, who passed away in 2008. 
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Gordon Merry 14 Jun 1922 – 4 Dec 2014 Gordon 
lived an incredible life: an airman during the war, 
Baptist minister for 17 years in Victoria and 
Tasmania, Senior Social Worker at the Association 
for the Blind and chaplain at Monash Medical 
Centre. His later years were spent at Strathalan and 
Rosanna Baptist. He was a man with a deep love for 
God and other people, and had a wonderful 
marriage to Iris. He is sorely missed. 

Grace Brice 27 Aug 1924 - 14 Nov 2014: Grace 
Arnold had a career in nursing when she met Bill 
Brice, and became his partner in life and in 
ministry. They helped start the East Doncaster 
Baptist Fellowship. Despite involvement in 
church-related activities, Grace’s commitment to 
the family never wavered. She returned to 
nursing, and as the Founding Manager of Salford 
Park she had a key role in its development. Bill 
died in 2011, and Geoff, Jenny, Peter and Pamela 
miss them both deeply. 

Heather Finch, 28 Feb 1927 -18 Dec 2014. Heather 
wrote, “The central point of my life…has been that 
God is real. I have known Him all these years and 
He has been the cornerstone of my life.” She 
grieved deeply when her husband Jim died 30 years 
ago, and more so when son Graeme died. She 
supported Jim well in his pastoral ministries in 
several churches, especially in the initial years of 
the development of Wendouree Baptist, now the 
largest Baptist Church in Ballarat. But Heather was 
above all a “gentle, caring and loving” wife for Jim 
and Mum to Chris, Lyn and Graeme (dec). 

 

Milton Warn, died 27 Jan 2015. Milton was a 
soloist in an evangelistic initiative in Australia and 
overseas, he pastored a couple of rural churches, 
and served as Bursar at Whitley College. His wife, 
Clare, passed away in 2002. In recent years he 
has faced poor health, and he noted prior to his 
death that his experience of faith in his later 
years has been different to what he had 
expected, however God’s goodness has remained 
unchanged. We extend sympathy to his children. 

Trevor Farmilo, 3 Sept 1924 - 18 Jan 2015. Trevor 
served with Global Interaction (ex-ABMS)  in E 
Pakistan (Bangladesh) 1954-1968. In 1954 he 
married Gwen at Birisiri, and they moved to 
Mymensingh. Trevor’s role was largely 
administrative, but together they had a 
significant influence in the community. In 1968 
Trevor became General Secretary of the BUV for 
10 years, and later was President and fulfilled 
other key roles. He served as leader in retirement 
villages, and was honorary archivist at GIA.  Alan 
Marr described him as “courteous, diligent, 
faithful, honourable, efficient, humble, a 
peacemaker.” We honour him, and express 
sympathy to Tim, Alexa and Julie. 

   

 

Coming issues of Experienced in Ministry 

In this issue of Experienced in Ministry, we have focused on some of the transitions which take place 

once we reach the age when we are nearing retirement or have retired.  

But there are many other joys and challenges we older people face.  

If you know someone whose story would be interesting for us, please let us know. Interesting 

volunteer contributions, family joys and commitments, coping with difficulties, news of churches 

moving in new directions, pastors continuing to serve well after “retirement age”, change of direction 

in mature years, studies, and so on. 

Feedback is welcome. 

 


