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Welcome and why we are here

Welcome to church members and community members who have joined together to grieve, 
reflect, pray and support one another. 

“ Lament is about creating space for our pain to breathe. We acknowledge it, we are 
honest about it, and we come before God with our feelings and frustrations. There 
is something strange in the way that we get a sense of healing by just being honest 
about our suffering even if  the situation doesn’t change.” 

www.rethinkworship.com/lament-service

Briefly describe what will happen in the service.

During the service, we are giving one another space to reflect on what we have 
experienced as individuals, as a community and as a nation. We are grieving our 
losses and the losses of  our friends and neighbours. We are also turning to God and 
to one another for support and finding hope in the depth of  our relationships and in 
knowing that God is here with us.

*There are people here to help you work through some of  your thoughts and 
emotions. [Have these people identify themselves.] We also have details available on 
who you can contact if  you need assistance.

Suggested Songs

Traditional Contemporary 
• Great is Thy Faithfulness • I will lift my eyes by Bebo Norman
• It is well (with my soul)  • How he loves by David Crowder Band
• How deep the fathers love  • So will I (100 Billion x) by Hillsong Worship
• I surrender All • Waymaker by Leeland
 • God I look to you by Bethel Music

Suggested Passages for Reading

• Psalm 91 • Psalm 121
• Psalm 34:18 • Psalm 147:3
• Matthew 5:1-3

Suggested Order for  
Bushfire Service of Lament
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Suggested Reflection

“... Lament is the language for living between the poles of a hard life and trusting in God’s 
sovereignty. It is a prayer form for people who are waiting for the day Jesus will return 
and make everything right. Christians don’t just mourn; we long for God to end the pain.”  
www.desiringgod.org/articles/dare-to-hope-in-god

We are invited to grieve, to cry out and to question why this has happened. We don’t offer 
simple answers or try to explain away our grief. Instead we rest in what we know of the 
character of  God, that God comforts those who mourn and heals the wounds of  the 
brokenhearted. We find solace in knowing that God became like us, in the form of a man 
through Jesus Christ. God therefore mourns as we mourn and rejoices as we rejoice 
over those acts of  redemption that bring us together: when we serve one another, 
support one another, and love one another.

We choose now, not to let our grief destroy us through anger and bitterness. We choose 
to make things new: to rebuild, to create, to walk in the way of love. We choose hope and 
we choose relationship. We choose to trust that God is with us in all moments of our life 
and we choose to trust that God can hold this grief  we bear. 

Reflective Activity Suggestions

1.  Scroll through the PowerPoint “Names for God” by Carolyn Altman as reflective 
song plays in the background. See Powerpoint Names of  God. 
• www.bit.ly/BA-NamesOfGodReflection

2.   The video for Give Me Faith by Elevation Worship or 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 
by Matt Redman can play during a time of  reflection

3.   Have a tub of  water in the front. Allow people to write down their prayers on pieces 
of  paper and invite them to submerge them in water. Alternatively, people can 
draw pictures. The water signifies life-giving. This activity can symbolically show 
that new life can come from grief  and mourning. 

4.   Light candles during a time of  reflective prayer

5.   Worship House Media have provided a 30% off code NSWACT that can be used to 
purchase a video resource from their site. They have suggested the following as 
potential reflective resources

 •  www.worshiphousemedia.com/countdowns/63848/everlasting-spirit-collection
 •  www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/89817/if-youre-breathing-there-is-hope
 •  www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/74089/hope
 •  www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/76890/hold-on
 •  www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/59554/wait 
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Suggested Prayers

See documents:   •  Prayer for the Australian Bushfire Crisis from Carolyn Altman 
•  Drought and Fire a Lament by Dean Rerekura

RFS Firefighter’s Prayer: 

Almighty God, and protector of  all, your strength, power, and wisdom are a beacon of  
light to all.

Give special guidance to the men and women of the NSW Rural Fire Service, so that they 
may be protected from harm while performing their duties.

We uphold those who have walked before us and helped to shape and train us into the 
men and women we are today.

Help us with your loving care as we work to save the lives and property of  all people, 
young and old, without discrimination.

We thank you for the mateship we enjoy, and for the families, and loved ones, who support 
us as we go about those tasks of  protecting our communities.

We thank you for the dedicated service of  all the RFS members, volunteer and paid in 
NSW, and those from interstate and other agencies, who over the years have helped 
to build up and protect the communities in which we live.

Give us the courage, the alertness to protect our neighbours, and all others whom we 
are pledged to aid when involved in fire, accident and natural disaster.

Grant that there may never be a shortage of  men and women of  courage, character 
and integrity who will volunteer to train and serve in the course of  fire and emergency 
protection within the NSW Rural Fire Service. We thank you God, for hearing our prayer. 

Bless our work, conversations and this comradery we share. Amen

Churches and Regions Affected 

Churches significantly affected by bushfire crisis. We recognise that we are greater 
together and so we come together to pray for those affected in some of  our hardest 
hit regions.
•   Nowra, Milton-Ulladulla, Bateman’s Bay, Moruya, Bermagui, Bega, Pambula, Kurrajong, 

Glen Innes, Lithgow, Tahmoor, Bowral, Taree
•   Wagga, Cooma, Bowral, Kiah Ridge
•   Let us also remember those areas affected by drought. 
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Counsellors on Site and/or Suggested Contacts*

Lifeline 13 11 14
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636
NSW Mental Health Line 1800 011 511
NSW Practical Support through Disaster Welfare Assistance Line 1800 018 144
Mensline 1300 789 978
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800
Healthy Minds North Coast NSW 1300 160 339

*  The Baptist Association NSW & ACT is compiling a list of counsellors and psychologists 
who are willing to assist during this time.


