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Ease of Restrictions: Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Are places of worship open? 
Currently, all places of worship of all denominations can open for private 
worship or small religious ceremonies of up to 20 people, subject to the one 
person per four-square metres rule, as well as the minimum number of people 
reasonably required for the service. 
 
From 11:59pm on 21 June, places of worship can open for private worship or 
small religious ceremonies for up to 50 people in each separate space. 
Groups can be no larger than 20 people and be divided into separate areas. 
 
The BUV has spoken to both DHHS and Business Victoria to clarify this 
statement.  We have been advised that from Monday 22 June: 
 

• if you have a building that has completely separate areas (see notes re 
separate areas below)  - you can have 50 in each area - BUT within those 
separate areas you have to split into groups no larger than 20. Over this, 
the social distancing (1.5m social distancing and 4sqm rule) apply.   

 
• So, the area must be big enough to accommodate 50 people with 4sqm 

rule - PLUS allow groups of 20 to be separated from each other – think 
about separating your groups into each side of your building / area.  
At this stage, DHHS cannot clarify how far apart each group of 20 needs 
to be from each other.  It is anticipated this information will be available 
by June 21 when the restrictions begin. 

 
• You also need to consider what you can control – social distancing, 

sanitising, hygiene requirements, cleaning afterwards, contact tracing 
etc 

 
Calculating your Church Capacity (Post 11.59pm June 21) 

1. Start with 4sqm rule - calculate your space 
2. If your building area/space is 100sqm – you can have 25 people, divided 

into groups of no more than 20 people, with 1.5m distancing between 
households. 
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3. If your building area/space is bigger than 200sqm – you can 50 
people, divided into groups of no more than 20 with 1.5m distancing 
between households. 

4. If you have 2 (or more) areas/spaces bigger than 200sqm with different 
entry / exit points that are separate enough that you 2 groups of people 
won’t be able to mix (even in corridors, carparks etc)  - you can have 100 
in total *  50 in each area, divided into groups of no more than 20 with 
1.5m distancing between households.  
*(or 50 per separate area) 
 
Note: Hygiene & Cleaning Requirements and Contact Tracing all need to be 
adhered to 

 
What constitutes a separate area?  Source:Arts and Culture Guidelines for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) - Vic Govt   
Each separate area must be separated by permanent structures or be a 
discrete area of the premises that is sufficiently separated from any other area 
of the premises. Walls separating areas should either reach from floor to 
ceiling or be at least 2.1 metres high for the space to be considered sufficiently 
separate. Temporary structures should not be installed to create separate 
areas. Each separate enclosed area must not have a density of patrons greater 
than one per four square metres, and any more than 20 patrons* at any one 
time. * (after 22 June 50, broken into groups no more than 20, as of advice 
provided to BUV by Business Vic 17/6/20) 

 
 
Can I simultaneously have the maximum number of patrons in both an 
indoor and outdoor area? 
Yes, as above. Separate areas, whether indoor or outdoor, can have up to 20 
patrons* but in groups no larger than 20, subject to the one person per every 
four-square metre rule. 
*(after 22 June 50, broken into groups no more than 20, as of advice provided 
to BUV by Business Vic 17/6/20) 

 
Are there any activities that should be avoided during services? 
While a number of religious activities traditionally require close proximity or 

https://creative.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/441308/Arts-and-Cultural-Sector-Guidelines-3-June-2020-2.pdf
https://creative.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/441308/Arts-and-Cultural-Sector-Guidelines-3-June-2020-2.pdf
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the sharing of cups or plates, it’s vital we maintain our physical distance. 
That includes not sharing utensils and limiting the use of highly-touched 
objects. 
 
How many services or ceremonies can be held at a place of worship per day? 
Multiple services or ceremonies can be held on the same day, but cleaning 
needs to occur between services or ceremonies. Enough time should be 
allowed between services or ceremonies to reduce the risk of crowds at 
entrances and exits and to enable cleaning. The one person per four-square 
metres rule applies, which limits the number of people who can be in each 
separate space. 
 
Are there any other kind of activities that can occur at a place of worship? 
Places of worship can continue to be open for hosting essential public support 
services such as food banks, help for the homeless or other essential activities, 
ensuring appropriate physical distancing is maintained by keeping at least 1.5 
metres between people you don’t live with. 
Ceremonies and services can be recorded or broadcast live from the place of 
worship for viewing online. You can have people on site to record and live 
stream services, however you must ensure those people maintain physical 
distancing by keeping at least 1.5 metres between those from other 
households at all times. 

Places of worship may host essential community services, including leasing 
church halls or other spaces for community support groups. Physical distancing 
requirements are be the responsibility of the group or organisation leasing the 
space. 

Can we hold a church meeting?  
According to Business Victoria and DHHS, the advice we have been given is that 
if you need to hold in person meetings, you can do so as long as you comply 
with current restrictions. However, given the requirements of spacing, hygiene, 
sanitising and cleaning, it is advisable for churches to hold meetings online 
wherever possible until restrictions ease further.  You may also find that some 
church members will be reluctant to attend gatherings until the public health 
situation improves. This is particularly true for older and otherwise vulnerable 
people.   
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Can I attend a wedding? 
From 11:59pm on 21 June, 20 people can attend a wedding in addition to the 
couple, and the celebrant. Children are counted in the person limit. 
If a wedding is held in a home, the restrictions on private gatherings apply. This 
means up to 20 people, including the couple, are allowed. The celebrant, who 
is required for the service, is not included in the limit. 
 
Why does the limit for weddings remain unchanged on 21 June, given that 
funerals and religious ceremonies increase to 50? 
Weddings and other events with groups of more than 20 are not allowed. 
Weddings have a high risk of transmission due to the nature of the celebration. 
 
Can I attend a funeral?  
Currently, up to 50 people can attend a funeral in addition to the personal 
leading the funeral and other funeral staff. This applies to both indoor and 
outdoor funerals.  From 11:59pm on 21 June, the limit of 50 people for 
funerals will remain.If a funeral is held in a home, the restrictions on private 
gatherings apply. This means up to 20 people are allowed. The person leading 
the funeral and funeral staff, required for the service, are not included in the 
limit. 
How many people can attend a wake after a funeral? 
Wakes are a separate event to funerals. The gathering limits apply based on 
the venue in which the wake is held. Currently, this means if a wake is held at a 
restaurant or community hall, up to 20 people may attend. If a wake is held in 
a home, up to 20 people - including the members of the residence - may 
attend. 
 
Can I attend a prayer group?  
Yes. Currently, if the prayer group is held at a place of worship or another 
public place, up to 20 people can attend. A prayer group held in someone’s 
home can meet as long as there are no more than 20 people, including the 
normal residents of the household.  From 11:59pm on 21 June, the limit of 20 
people for prayer groups will remain.  You need to maintain a physical 
distance of at least 1.5 metres between yourself and other people. 
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Can I visit a cemetery outside of attending a funeral? 
Yes. You can visit a cemetery but there should be no more than 20 people 
(including you) gathered. Physical distance should be maintained by keeping at 
least 1.5 metres between people not in your household.  
 
Do I need to keep records? 
A place of worship that is hosting a wedding, funeral or ceremony must 
request the first name and contact phone number of the people who have 
attended, and if provided, keep a record for 28 days for the purposes of 
contact tracing.  
* See Resource page for easy sign in app developed for church and non profits. 
 
How is this enforced? 
Directions continue to be enforced through spot checks by Victoria Police and 
use of emergency powers by DHHS and Authorised Officers to ensure 
compliance with the directions of the Deputy Chief Health Officer. As 
restrictions are eased, industry bodies, Victoria Police, WorkSafe, DHHS and 
Authorised Officers work together under both the Directions and existing 
legislative and regulatory frameworks to boost education and remediation, in 
addition to driving enforcement and compliance with the Directions. Members 
of the public can raise concerns about venues through the Police Assistance 
Line (PAL) on 131 444.  Workers can raise concerns via Worksafe on 03 9641 
1555. And employers can talk to their industry regulator or peak body for 
specific industry related support. A Coronavirus (COVID-19) Outbreak Joint 
Intelligence Unit has been established to support comprehensive preparedness 
and responses to outbreaks and identify and manage outbreak risks. The 
Department of Health and Human Services and WorkSafe is co-ordinating 
intelligence and information on businesses that are non-compliant. 
 
What are the penalties for noncompliance? 
Victoria Police can issue on the spot fines of up to $1,652 for individuals and up 
to $9,913 for businesses for:   
 

- Refusing or failing to comply with the emergency directions;    
- Refusing or failing to comply with a public health risk power direction    
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- Refusing or failing to comply with a direction by the Deputy Chief 
Health Officer to provide information. 
 

Fines of up to $20,000 for individuals and $100,000 for businesses are possible 
through the court system. 
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